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by John Byrne

Gillian Tan, Head of video, RADA. Photo: Casey Ho

How did you start in theatre?

My parents always had a love for theatre. They both studied in London and
were big fans. My dad’s favourite musical was Cats and the house was always
full of memorabilia from their time in London. They also enrolled me in ballet
and piano lessons when I was a kid, so it was only natural to fall in love with

theatre as well.

What instigated your move into teaching?

I originally trained in technical theatre in Singapore and was inspired to train
in the UK due to the exposure that the arts scene in London provided. When I
finished my training, I wanted to share my experiences with the community

in Singapore, and I started my career in teaching from there.

What is your best advice for theatre tech students and graduates
today?

Think about how you learn and develop a robust process of self-reflection and

personal development. Technology is changing at an exponential pace. The
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ability to identify trends, keep ahead of the curve and up-skill is the

foundation of keeping yourself relevant.

What would you change about the industry?
The way it values skills and measures talent.

What is the best part of your job?
I enjoy the opportunity to work with the youth company at RADA, an almost

year-long free programme for young people aged 16-20. To see their talent and

passion is inspiring.

And your least favourite?
Navigating the post-Covid world and its challenges to training and the

industry.

Which practitioners do you admire that students should know
about?

Tim Bird. Sunday in the Park with George was a game changer for video in
theatre, and his use of video as a storytelling tool was incredible. Studio
Ghibli/Hayao Miyazaki — not technically theatre, but I've drawn so much
inspiration from the storytelling, integration of design and narrative and

imagination of fantasy worlds from their work.

What is the one skill every successful theatre tech professional
should have?

EQ [emotional intelligence] skills.
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